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giants is not equally balanced against that of the victims when
trying to make Multinational Companies liable for environmental
damage. More often than not, the cost of production is sought to
be curbed by the introduction of environmentally unfriendly
manufacturing processes and consumables used in production,
which slowly but systematically impact the environment.

3.3. Technological advancement, consumerism and
impact on the environment

I ntroduction

The industrial revolution has brought about new
technol ogies with immense power. Thiswas the transition to new
manufacturing processes in western countries. This has been
succeeded by continued industridization and further
technological advancements in developed countries around the
world, and the impact of this technology on the environment has
included the misuse and damage of our natural earth.

3.3. a) Technological advancement and environment

The term ‘technology’ refers to the application of
scientific knowledge for practical purposes and the machinery
and devices developed as a result. We are currently living in a
period of rapid change, where technological developments are
revolutionizing the way we live, at the same time leading us
further into the depths of catastrophe in the form of climate
change and resource scarcity. One of the maor causes of
environmental problems is the technology and how humans use
it. Technology can be both source and remedy of environmental
problems. It also plays a critical role as an instrument for
observing and monitoring the environment on global and local
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scales. Although technology has a crucia role in finding
solutions to environmental problems, by itself it cannot fix
anything. Although technology has a crucia role in finding
solutions to environmental problems, by itself it cannot fix
anything.

In the 1920s mass production and consumption
technology started, and it continuesto the present time. The mass
production techniques, together with scientific management
styles, resulted in an increase in productivity and efficiency
through economies of scale, and the emergence of multinationals
operating on the global level. Railways have been replaced by
roads and the interna combustion engine vehicles, air
transportation and communication networkslikeradio, telephone,
TV, Internet, have overcome physica distance and enhanced
cultural and information exchange. All these have led to changes
in social values, new technologies, and new ways of organizing
production, thus shifting occupational profiles and encouraging
global competition. This period can be characterized by an
unprecedented increase in many different products for
consumers.

Technology is amajor part of everyone's life. One of the
principal reasons behind the significant gap between the
developing world and the developed world is a lack of
technology. The devel oped world is heavily reliant on technology
which makes life much easier and production much more
efficient. Technology is lacking in developing countries and this
contributes to widespread poverty and a lack of basic amenities
such as clean, running water and food supplies. New technology
which will boost food production, improve infrastructure,
improve hedthcare and provide sanitation facilities could
dramatically change the quality of life in the developing world.
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Negative effects of Technology on Environment

There are three major negative impacts of technology on
the environment. First, environmental pollution resulting from
waste output is a resultant factor of technology. Contribution to
global warming is the second effect of the growing technology.
Lastly, the depletion of natural resources and ecological
imbalances experienced today result from technology.

Environmental pollution occurs as a result of technology
mismanagement and lack of control measures. Technological
improvement in recent years has seen the production of more
machines, weapons and automobiles. Increased consumption of
improved facilities triggers demand which in turn influences the
supply of required quality of products that are major effectors of
industrialization using improved technology. Though adverse
pollution of the environment due to increased production in the
manufacturing and processing industries, weapons testing and
high usage of automobiles.

Air pollution, water and noise pollution are the key
components of an environment that have been continuously
polluted as aresult of technology. The emission of alarge number
of gases such as CO2 in the air by large industries causes air
pollution which in turn has degraded the environment immensely.
Again, disposal of waste into the rivers and water systems by
industries and other institutions is an environmental hazard
through water pollution. Similarly, alot of noise pollution from
weapons testing and usage, industries in their routine production
processes and automobiles is causative of environmental
dilapidation.

Overexploitation of fossil fuel and other resources ceases
to be beneficia and becomes an environmental threat. In addition,
ecological systems imbalances and disruptions result from
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technol ogical advancementsin the modern world. The collapse of
ecological life and extinction of organisms from their natura
habitats is a direct probable result of technology. Wildlife
extinction from their natural habitat, due to creating more space
for farming activities and homes for an increasing population is
evidence of how technology causes ecological imbal ances.

Availability of improved technology causes people to
devise convenient ways of satisfying their basic needs and
increased productivity requirements. Humans embark on
activities such as deforestation, extensive farming activities,
environmental pollution which lead to changes in the natural
lifecycles that maintain the ecosystem. Though ecosystems can
rebound from these negative effects, continued environmental
degradation through destructive human activities affected by
technology will eventually lead to collapse.

Current issues on global warming are the negative effects
of technology. Unchecked technology advancement and
utilization specifically in areas causing air and water pollution
lead to atmospheric gases imbalances. The emission of harmful
gases such as CO2 in large amounts forms greenhouse effects that
are the magjor components of global warming. Greenhouse gases
result from activities such as poor farming methods, transport
systems, manufacturing processes and renewable power
generation activities especialy using coal. Fossil fuel extraction
through burning and clearing of farming lands through burning
concentrates harmful gases hence affecting climate.

Remedial M easures

It is important to understand that the development and
acceptance of technology are dynamic, systematic, and
cumulative. New technologies evolve from uncertain embryonic
stages with the frequent rejection of proposed solutions. If they
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are accepted, diffusion follows, and the technol ogies continue to
grow and improve with widened possible applications to be
integrated with the existing technologies and infrastructures.
Demand growth isthe result of complex interacting demographic,
economic, and lifestyle forces. Ultimately, the improvement
potential of the existing technology becomes exhausted and the
diffusion saturates, paving ways for theintroduction of aternative
solutions.

Self-regulation by technology companies and government
legislation are both extremely important. This will help further
reduce the negativeimpact of technology on the environment. But
we, as consumers, also have to play our part. There are some
things over which we have little control. But we can help limit the
negative impact of the technology we use by:

Using the technology we do have for aslong as possible.

Choosing to buy second-hand/ reconditioned itemsrather than
buying new ones.

When we do buy new, choosing options with aslittle negative
impact as possible. Seeking out ethical, eco-friendly and
sustainable options.

Choose technology you can repair, rather than things that will
break and no longer function after some time.

Reusing older devices in new ways around our homes or
donating them so they can continue to be used.
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